The European Research Council (ERC)-funded EUROEVOL project, led by Stephen Shennan, received a Shanghai Archaeology Forum Research Award for 2015. This award recognizes distinction achieved through innovative, creative, and rigorous works relating to the human past, which have generated new knowledge of particular relevance to the contemporary world. The IoA received a UCL Green Impact Excellence Award for its Green Impact Team's focus on making the Scanning Electron UCL Institute of Archaeology, London WC1H 0PY, GB ioa-director@ucl.ac.uk Hamilton: Director's Report 2015-2016 5 Microscope (SEM) Laboratory more efficient. The project, managed by Tom Gregory and Sandra Bond, and in collaboration with UCL Estates, made improvements to metering and energy efficiency. In addition, the Institute of Archaeology Library was a Green Impact Silver Award winner this year.
Funding awards for new research
Several of our staff have had their outstanding international research recognized by funding awards. In our Archaeological Sciences Section, Dorian Fuller was awarded Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) funding for a new project to investigate the impact of Asian rice production. This science-based project will compare the history of rice cultivation across the region and improve our understanding of how the development of rice agriculture relates to the long-term history of human societies in this region.
Amphora Profiling, a multi-application crowd-sourcing initiative developed and hosted as part of the MicroPasts Project was awarded the Archaeology Data Service (ADS) Digital Data Reuse Award 2015. The MicroPasts initiative, funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) is a collaboration between UCL IoA (with Andrew Bevan as Principal Investigator) and the British Museum. The app builds on the University of Southampton's Roman Amphorae Archive and takes scanned line drawings of amphorae for the public to properly scale to allow the creation of clean (edge-matched) 2D vector polygons, which can be turned into 3D models.
In 
Recognition by research bodies
Our staff have also gained prestigious recognition by major international institutional and research bodies. Rodney Harrison is one of three new Leadership Fellows, appointed by the AHRC, to focus on priority areas of design, heritage and modern languages, and to identify new and emerging trends in heritage research and to enable AHRC to respond to the latest developments in the field.
Stephen Shennan was invited to become a member of the prestigious International Scientific Advisory Board of the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig. Stephen has been invited on the basis of his outstanding contribution to developing evolutionary approaches in archaeology.
IoA research students likewise have been successful in gaining awards and recognition through 2015/16. Laura Ware Adlington, PhD student, and a member of the IoA Early Glass Technology Research Network, won a prestigious travel award from The Worshipful Company of Arts Scholars. Laura's work involves the analysis of medieval stained glass panels. PhD student Emma Payne was awarded a Fellowship at the Library of Congress, Washington DC as part of the AHRC's International Placement Scheme (IPS). Her PhD research is on the condition, significance and conservation of plaster casts of Greek and Roman sculptures. Jason Peters, received the Goodliff Award from the Huntingdonshire Local History Society to write a book on the 'lost forest of Huntingdonshire'. The invitation follows from a lecture series Jason gave to various local history groups, which used his personal research at the University of Cambridge, and his current MPhil studies at UCL on adaptive continuity, pattern and process in the exploitation of woodland-pastures in Anglo-Saxon and Medieval England.
Institute student, Theresa O'Mahony, was invited to produce a fieldwork accessibility guide for UK directors of archaeological excavations and this has recently been published as a British Archaeological Jobs and Resources (BAJR) guide entitled Enabled Archaeology -Working with Disability (BAJR Guide 41). It outlines the case for making archaeological fieldwork accessible to all participants, whatever their current physical or mental circumstances. .) The remit of the Gordon Childe Lecture is to take a broad view of its topic and make it interesting both to the general public and subject specialists. It is hoped that the eminence of the speakers will make this a well-known event within the archaeological community, and also significantly raise the profile of archaeology with audiences far beyond academia. The event is generously funded by a donor, to whom we are most grateful. In tandem with this signing, forty leading international archaeologists, conservators, historians and sinologists met at UCL for an invitation-only symposium on Emperor Qin Shihuang's Mausoleum in Global Perspective (Fig. 3) . The event, jointly organized by the Emperor Qin Shihuang's Mausoleum Site Museum and the IoA (led by Marcos Martinón-Torres and Andrew Bevan), and sponsored by the BBC and National Geographic, included presentations and discussion on numerous dimensions of the site, famous worldwide for the Terracotta Army and for its status as a World Heritage site. A special session was devoted to the 'Imperial Logistics: The Making of the Terracotta Army', project, a joint research initiative between the UCL IoA and the Museum of Emperor Qin Shihuang's In May 2016, an experiment led by IoA research student Barney Harris, was organized as part of the UCL Festival of Culture. The experiment focused on how prehistoric Britons managed to transport the huge bluestones of Stonehenge over one hundred miles from the Preseli Mountains in Wales to their final home on Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire. Barney, with a team of volunteers, found that mounting a large stone on a sleigh and dragging it along timbers required far less effort than was expected (Fig. 4) .
Special events

Delegations and official visits
I would like to mention particularly IoA undergraduate student Janie Gammans, who received a 2015 Malcolm Grant UCL Scholarship. Janie gave an excellent speech at an event to start UCL Philanthropy Month on 1 February 2016, when UCL held its annual Scholarships and Bursaries Reception. This was a vibrant event during which over 500 people were invited to UCL to celebrate the generosity of its donors and the importance of philanthropy. Janie, has experienced more misfortune than most but has channelled this into her IoA studies with the help of her scholarship. As she put it eloquently: 'Students should be students, they should be resolute in their studies without financial difficulty impeding what they aim for.' 
Deaths of alumni and former staff
Another year unfortunately and inevitably also brings its sadnesses. Institute staff, students, friends and colleagues were saddened to hear of deaths of several this year, and we have a new Departmental Manager, David Bone, who I would particularly like to welcome to our department.
Concluding remarks: into the future
The 2015/16 academic year ended dramatically with the 'Brexit' result of the European Referendum. So, I want to finish by stating strongly that our EU and international staff and students are hugely valued by the IoA. They are a significant and integral part of what we are and of our academic standing. We consider them to be a very important part of our future, and the IoA and UCL intends to keep it that way. The Institute has had many challenges, loss of friends and colleagues, new staff and student cohorts and enormous successes over the past year. Its building, custom built for us, and opened in 1957, has also had its changes. In 2015/16 we have had newly decorated stairwells and a refreshed foyer, and large poster cabinets in the stairwell advertising each of our Sections: Archaeological Sciences, Heritage Studies, World Archaeology, and the IoA UCL Centre for Applied Archaeology. We have a new Zooarchaeology Laboratory (led by Louise Martin) and a new Isotope Analysis Laboratory (for the UpNorth Team lead by Rhiannon Stevens). UCL's campus in Bloomsbury is also undergoing major transformation and refurbishment all around us resulting in the IoA frontage being covered in protective hoardings that boldly advertise our academic profile. Now we have the construction (over the next 18 months) of a new UCL Student Centre directly opposite the IoA, in Gordon Street, which will provide another important facility for IoA students and UCL students as a whole, including 1000 extra study spaces, social spaces and a roof terrace.
We are a unique archaeology department in the UK, in terms of our size (e.g. c. 600 students), international breadth and global research, our London Bloomsbury location, our laboratories, and our Centre of Applied Archaeology (including its commercial arm, Archaeology South-East, with premises in Sussex and Essex). Our student profile is continuously developing, with a strong cohort of international students attracted to our rapidly growing Masters degrees, for example, in Heritage and Museums studies, Bioarchaeology and Forensic Anthropology, and, unique in the UK, in the Archaeology and Heritage of Asia. Indeed, we currently offer some 28 different Masters programmes in addition to our undergraduate programmes, and we have a large cohort of PhD students.
I have no doubt that the years to follow will be exciting for all of us at the IoA.
Note
Further details of the news mentioned here can be found by searching the Institute's website at http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/ calendar/news.
